2011 Annie Mae Broyles Week of Prayer Narrative
May 15-22, 2011, is the week set aside to emphasize the work of the Roanoke Valley Baptist Association for 2011.  This is an annual event just like the Lottie Moon emphasis for international missions during Christmas and the Annie Armstrong emphasis during Easter.  The emphasis includes an educational element, week of prayer, and special offering.  The special offering “Annie Mae Broyles Associational Offering” is for the support of particular mission efforts of the Association that go beyond the support that is received through the RVBA annual budget.
The theme this year is “Personal Involvement” and the Scripture text is “. . . for the equipment of the saints, for the work of ministry. . .” (Ephesians 4:12).  When those who have responsibility for leading the various ministries of the RVBA (Campus Ministries, Baptist Mission Centers, Truck Stop Ministry, etc.) meet, a subject that rises to the top each time is the need for persons to serve in these ministries.  This is the same “cry for help” that is heard in our churches as they work to conduct their particular ministries.  Thus, we have this year’s theme “Personal Involvement.”  Yes, we want to reach and exceed the offering goal; however, just as important is seeing a significant increase in the number of people becoming personally involved in ministry at the church level as well as the association level.
The purpose of our association as stated during its organizational meeting is “to furnish churches . . . a medium of cooperation and mutual support for the propagation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and for the advancement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom.”  The Annie Mae Broyles Associational Offering helps us fulfill our purpose.  The offering goal for 2011 is $50,000.  These funds are very important for the accomplishment of mission work through the RVBA.  The funds are distributed as follows:
The Baptist Mission Centers are a priority and the first $25,000 is committed to this important mission.  There are two centers:  Baptist Friendship House located in Southwest Roanoke and Baptist Community Center located in Southeast Roanoke.
The remaining $25,000 of the $50,000 Annie Mae Broyles Offering is allocated as follows:  Bold Missions ($18,200), Disaster Relief ($3,000), Campus Ministry ($1,800) and Standing Rock Mission ($2,000).  If the $50,000 goal is met or exceeded each of these receive the full amount allocated.  If the $50,000 goal is not met the Missions Development Council determines how the funds are distributed among these mission efforts.
Bold Missions ($18,200) includes assistance for mission trips and events.  In 2010, approximately $6,000 (we were short of meeting the goal last year) was expended to help with mission work in the Roanoke Valley, Virginia, other states and international missions.
Disaster Relief ($3,000) is designed to help support this critical work.  Many thousands of dollars have been given by our churches in support of disaster relief work.  Many persons from our churches have served in the disaster areas in a variety of ways.  We continue to serve, train, and prepare.

Campus Ministry ($1,800) is set aside to help support this ministry to young adults in our area.  The RVBA annual budget provides the salary for the part-time campus minister.  Several RVBA churches give designated funds to support the ministry programs (mission efforts, local ministry expenses, etc.)
Standing Rock Mission ($2,000) is set aside to assist with the Associational Standing Rock Sioux Reservation mission trip.  The 2011 trip will be the Association’s seventh trip to Standing Rock.  
Just as the Cooperative Program funds on-going mission work in the state and national conventions, so does regular mission giving from the churches to the Roanoke Valley Baptist Association fund the on-going mission work of the Association.  Also, just like mission giving to the Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong Offerings is above the tithe for the individual and above regular mission giving for the churches, so is the Annie Mae Broyles Offering.  Pray that we will meet and exceed our goal of $50,000.  Pray that your church will do its part.  Pray that each of us will give generously.
