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May 2026 Issue Our Mission Statement: “Building Partnerships for The Great Commission.”
Vision Statement: “We want to see local churches partner together to
give our valley a glimpse of the Kingdom of God.”

RVBA Staff

Building Partnerships for the Great Commission
As the Interim Associational Mission Strategists, I am looking

Rev. Scott Hamilton

Interim Associational
Mission Strategist

pastorscotth@gmail.com share the following steps as we move into the future together. Together, we

envision a growing network of healthy, mission-focused churches
committed to church revitalization, church replanting, new ministry
formation, and collaborative mission engagement.

We will prioritize church revitalization, helping existing

Rev. Dr. Bob Hetherington congregations renew their spiritual health, rediscover their mission,
Moderator

hogel1946(@gmail.com

forward to continuing and expanding our endeavor to Build Partnerships for
the Great Commission among churches in the association. I would like to

Mrs. Sandy Sloane
Office Manager/Treasurer
sanny610@aol.com

strengthen leadership, deepen discipleship, and re-engage their communities
with the Gospel.

We will actively pursue church replanting, providing pathways for
churches facing decline or closure to experience new life, renewed purpose,
and a fresh Gospel witness through strategic partnerships, renewed leadership, and intentional ministry
development.

We will encourage and support the planting of new groups and ministries, creating fresh opportunities
to reach people who may not connect with traditional church settings and extending the Gospel’s influence

throughout the Roanoke Valley.

We will strengthen our commitment to ongoing mission engagement, equipping and uniting churches
to work together in local, domestic, and global mission efforts. By expanding mission opportunities and
increasing collaboration, we seek to reflect the heart of the Great Commission and advance God’s Kingdom
more effectively.

Through prayer, cooperation, leadership development, and shared ministry efforts, the Roanoke Valley
Baptist Association will work to see churches strengthened, new works established, communities
transformed, and God’s Kingdom advanced throughout the Roanoke Valley and around the world. We
will begin lunch meetings to begin this process in September 2026.
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Help with ImPACT Virginia 2026

We are excited about the opportunity before us this summer to serve our community alongside InPACT
Virginia during the week of June 21-25, 2026. This is a powerful time when mission teams come into the
Roanoke Valley to share the love of Christ through hands-on ministry and service projects.

We are inviting churches within the Roanoke Valley Baptist Association to partner with us by helping
meet a very practical and meaningful need—providing lunch for mission teams (12—15 people) at their job sites
throughout the week.

Your church can serve in a way that fits your schedule:

* Monday—Friday
* Monday, Wednesday, Friday
* Tuesday, Thursday

This simple act of hospitality not only strengthens and encourages these mission teams but also plays a
vital role in advancing the Gospel right here in our community.

If your church is willing to partner with us in this effort, link: https://forms.gle/fbRGYN6]K4tHICdx6

Thank you for your continued faithfulness and your heart to serve. Together, we can make a lasting
impact for Christ across the Roanoke Valley. If you have any questions, please reach out.

Monthly Pastors/Staff Meetings

The RVBA has opportunities for pastors and staff to come together for prayer and fellowship. Our lunch
meetings will be on the third Tuesday of the month at 12:00 Noon and will last no more than one hour. We
are working to have a speaker at each meeting that can share about their ministry that our churches can
participate in or ways to help you and your ministry be more effective and healthier. The next meeting will be
on Tuesday, September 15 at 12:00 Noon.

Weekly Pastors/Staff Prayer Meetings

The RVBA has opportunities for pastors and staff to come together for prayer and fellowship. Pastors and staff
need to come together to pray, support, and encourage each other. Our prayer meetings are held every Tuesday
at 10:00 AM at Oakland Baptist Church. The only exception is when we have the third Tuesday
Pastor/Staff lunch. Please contact Scott Hamilton if you have any questions.

RVBA Serving Together

The RVBA Missions Development Team is working on developing a ministry called, “Serving Together” where
one or more churches partner with local ministries and bless the community by meeting physical and spiritual
needs. We are working with the following ministries: Friendship House, Hope Tree, Keystone Center,
Roanoke Rescue Mission and Solomons Mission. We have made videos for these ministries and have posted
them on our website and Facebook pages for churches that would like to volunteer. To see videos with detailed
needs and contact information please click on the following link: https://www.rvba.org/about-3
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FROM MODERATOR BOB HETHERINGTON

During the Spring Meeting of the RVBA, I was elected to serve the unexpired term of the moderator. I look
forward to serving with the Interim AMS and other associational leaders. I want to thank our Interim AMS,
Sandy Sloane, Program Committee, Oakland Baptist Church and others for planning and conducting such a good
meeting. We heard several mission/ministry reports, had inspiring music and more. One ministry that was new
to me was presented by our guest speaker, Ray Moore. Ray shared with us about Care Portal. I was interested
and want to learn more about this ministry.

I am thankful to have been a part of the RVBA since 2001. I appreciate the association and believe that it has an
important role to play in our region and beyond. Our people and churches have and will respond positively to
mission/ministry opportunities. In the near future, we have these opportunities: 1. WMU Children’s Missions
Camp (June 22-25), 2. ImPACT Virginia (June 22-26), 3. Replant Big Spring Baptist in Elliston, VA, 4. Annie
Mae Broyles Emphasis and Offering and more.

Continue to pray for the AMS Search Team. Those who have served on a pastor/staff search team know how
important and challenging this can be. God’s timing is very crucial in this process. God has someone He is
preparing for this position. I appreciate the team’s faithfulness and prayerfulness in this process.

Recently, the association provided funds to help Coopers Cove Baptist Church up-date and prepare a house they
own to become a mission house. Several RVBA churches provided funds, furniture, and volunteers to help as
well. Recently, our first missionary family has utilized the house. Dr. Eric and Gina Spano, serving with the
IMB in Mexico City, wrote the following: “Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the ability to stay at
your mission house. This is such a peaceful, quiet and restful spot where our kids and grandkids were able to
come and visit with us.” Prior to serving with the IMB, Eric was the pastor of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church
(an RVBA church).

Thank you for the trust you have placed in me to serve as moderator. As in every ministry and effort, I know
beyond a shadow of a doubt that I can do nothing on my own. I depend completely upon the Lord. Let us
continue to pray for each other, association churches and the RVBA.

SMALL MEMBERSHIP CHURCH CONFERENCE
Saturday, September 19, 2026, 8:30 am — 3:00 pm
at Coopers Cove Baptist Church
1929 Coopers Cove Rd., Hardy, VA 24101

PURPOSE

The purpose of this conference is to help members/leaders of small membership churches better understand the
characteristics of the small membership church, encourage them and provide guidance related to effective service
in such a church.

FORMAT

The format of the conference includes five sessions (Effective Leadership, Corporate Worship Service,
Fellowship and Member Care, Mission and Ministry, and Teaching and Discipleship). Each session will be
facilitated by a presenter who has had experience serving in a small membership church and understands how to
serve effectively in that setting. Lunch will be provided. There is no cost to attendees for the conference or lunch;
however, registration is required so that adequate resources can be prepared for each attendee. To register, send
name, phone number and e-mail address of each attendee to Bob Hetherington (hogel946(@gmail.com). Put
“Small Membership Church Conference” in the subject line.
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WMU CHILDREN’S MISSIONS CAMP
“A Road Trip of Faith”
Monday — Thursday, June 22 - 25, 2026
Rising 2™ — 9" Graders
Cost: $100.00 per camper if paid by May 31, 2026, and $125.00 if paid after May 31, 2026
Ward Haven

To learn more about this camp go to www.rvba.org. Click WMU for flyer and registration. For other questions
about the camp, contact asheleykshepherd@yahoo.com or call or text 540-759-8006. Pray for campers and
leadership.

Christian Soldiers Food Pantry
Christian Soldiers Food Pantry began in winter of 2000 working with Feeding America of SWVA and the 82nd
Airborne Division Ret. of Roanoke. Rev. David Burgess felt the need to address hunger in the Roanoke area
and initiated the relationship with both organizations. He and Rev. Rick Pinkerman worked together using their
utility trailers to deliver food provided by Feeding America to local Roanoke neighborhoods with
overwhelmingly positive results. Hundreds would line up when our trailers would enter loaded with donated
items. We eventually moved from delivering food to a relationship with the Baptist Community Center
(Keystone) and 17th Street Baptist Church where we recruited a volunteer staff to receive and distribute food to
the SE Roanoke community. The numbers became overwhelming as we needed to search for more storage
space and a space to facilitate the larger number of families attending weekly. Pastor Burgess procured a
location at 728 Church Ave. large enough to meet our needs.

Today we serve over 4,000 families annually and distribute one and a half million pounds of food. God has
blessed our ministry, Christian Soldiers as a true partner with Feeding America of SWVA . They provide us
with a large truck as we cover the Roanoke Valley daily, picking up thousands of pounds of food from multiple
locations. We have around 60 volunteers from Roanoke Valley Baptist churches as well as college students,
and local high schools. Many volunteers began by receiving food are now volunteers themselves. We receive
annual support from the RVBA and its churches. the BGAV, and many other organizations.

We thank God for His grace and blessing over 25 years of meeting the hunger needs of Roanoke, Vinton and
Garden City. Thank you, RVBA and its churches for your continued support and commitment to ministering to
those in need.

CarePortal

Ray Moore shared information at the RVBA Spring meeting about CarePortal, a local ministry that connects churches
with families in need of support.

Step 1 — Uncovering needs A child or family in need requires help from a child-serving professional
Step 2 — Submitting needs The child-serving professional vets and types needs into CarePortal
Step 3 — Sharing needs CarePortal alerts nearby churches and community members to needs

Step 4 — Meeting needs Churches and community members partner to ensure that the child and family is
helped

For more information visit https://www.careportal.org
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Loving Neighbors. Walking with the Church.
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Loft: Bonsack Baptist sends a group to do some much-needed painting. Right: Students from the Intervarsity Group

Signs of Grace

» At the beginning of April one of the families staying in our refugee housing moved
out as they found permanent housing of their own. We are very happy to see them
taking this step towards stability!

* As the family moved out, we had a lot of work to do to get the house ready for the
next family in need. Thankfully we had 3 work groups, staff, and individual
volunteers take time to come do some painting and repairs.

= Our spring semester for English Club and Jobs for Life have now officially ended! It
was a great semester for both classes!

« Last week we said ‘good-bye’ to our 4 spring semester interns from Libe
University and Roanoke College. Sophie, Evalee, Payten, and Abby were a huge
blessing to the ministry here as they were involved in Jobs for Life, the children’s
program, and English Club. They will be missed!
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Thanks for your support!

Aaron Dowdy
Executive Director

Mﬂm«:ﬂoumday
together at Friondship House..

635 Elm Ave. SW Roanoke, VA 24016 / 540-343-5437
www._friendshiphouseroanoke.org




KEYS |ONE
COMMUNITY CENTER
PO Box 13042, Roanoke VA 24030
Office 540-342-8452 website: keystonecommunitycenter.org

It’s almost Summer and a full schedule is planned. If you are a volunteer, you are one of God’s servants and
greatly appreciated. Keystone continues to be the safe and fun place for our neighbors to learn about God and
the plan of Salvation, thanks to you, our volunteers. Feel free to call to see where you can serve God. In this
short space I will just list what we are planning for the summer and early fall and volunteers are needed for
them all. We are closed on most Fridays and outside a lot with warmer weather so call first to make sure we are
in the building for deliveries. In between all the dates Backyard Gardens are being worked on, and Kid
gardening is being taught.

May 21 & 28 - Last Adult Bible Study till October- 9:30 am to 11:30 with lunch at 11am
May 23 - Annual 5K Walk/Run at Fallon Park 8:30 am, virtual till July ck Facebook for details
May 25 - Closed

May 27 - Vegetable sale 4:30 to 6pm cash only

June 1 to July 31 — School supplies collected (call for list or check website)

June 2 - 4pm 5" grade graduation, ice cream social

June 8-10 - Melrose Baptist VBS

June 15-19 - First Roanoke Baptist VBS

June 22-25 - WMU children’s overnight camp (7 children going)

June 23-25 - North Roanoke Baptist mission team at KCC

June 26 to July 5 - Closed

July 6-9 - Field trip week

July 13-17 - Vinton Baptist VBS

July 20-22 — On-site Camp by CEF

July 20-23- Cave Spring Baptist mission team at KCC

July 25 - Motorcycle Ride 9:30am vegetable sale 12 noon

July 27-30 - Read & Write camp (need at least 12 volunteers)

Aug 5 - Bookbag pick up

Aug 11 - Roanoke City schools start and after school starts at 2pm to 4:30pm

Aug 19 - Vegetable sale 4:30pm- 6pm

We are in a big need to hire a mature Christian for a Children’s Program Director. This is a part-time, year-
round job up to 30 hours a week depending on time of year. Check out job description on website and Facebook
for activities.



“TOGETHER for the Harvest”

e ROANOKE VALLEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
‘ Fﬁf' PRAYER EMPHASIS AND
""Mlﬂf"d‘ ANNIE MAE BROYLES OFFERING FOR
AT e ‘ ASSOCIATONAL MISSIONS

Day One: PRAY TODAY for 2026 TOGETHER for the Harvest concerning Friendship House
Roanoke as they minister to children and families in Southwest Roanoke. Through after school
programs, food distribution, summer programs and housing for refugees they seek to love people and
share the Gospel of Jesus. https://friendshiphouseroanoke.org/

Day Two: PRAY TODAY for 2026 TOGETHER for the Harvest concerning Keystone Community
Center that ministers in Southeast Roanoke. Pray for director Pat Carter as she leads this ministry to
reach out to children and their families through children’s programs, camps, and backyard gardens.
https://keystoneroanoke.wixsite.com/kccroa

Day Three: PRAY TODAY for 2026 TOGETHER for the Harvest concerning Children’s Missions
Camp held June 22-25, 2026, at Ward Haven. Be in prayer for the leaders as they seek ways to involve

more children in the camp and for opportunities to visit churches to share about camp.
https://www.rvba.org/ files/ugd/adc839_50059a9c7c6d4af28da507ac366ca223.pdf

Day Four: PRAY TODAY for 2026 TOGETHER for the Harvest concerning CarePortal as they help
families and children. CarePortal was launched in 2015, and since then, the platform has expanded
across the nation engaging child welfare agencies, schools, pregnancy centers, churches, businesses, and
organizations to facilitate effective care for children. https://www.careportal.org/

Day Five: PRAY TODAY for 2026 TOGETHER for the Harvest concerning The Lampstand as they
provide a safe home for girls who are survivors of sexual exploitation. Pray that everyone who is served
by the Lampstand will find true healing and hope as they experience the love of

Jesus. https://thelampstandva.org/about-us/

Day Six: PRAY TODAY for 2026 TOGETHER for the Harvest concerning Christian Soldiers Food
Ministry so they may be able to have the resources to serve those who visit the ministry each week.
Pray that the ministry will be able to find another facility where they can have enough room to have
Bible study and food storage. https://www.facebook.com/ChristianSoldiersFP/

Day Seven: PRAY TODAY for 2026 TOGETHER for the Harvest concerning Teen Challenge to help
more teens to have a new beginning in life and in Christ. Eastern Appalachian Teen Challenge is a
Christ centered program that strives to provide a safe environment for adolescent girls. Your desire for
your daughter to be whole again is our mission. Through the teaching of biblical principles and practical
life skills, your daughter can find freedom. https://teenchallenge4u.com/

Annie Mae Broyles Offering

Friendship House $4,500.00 ANNIE MAE BROYLES

Keystone $4,500.00 The first Baptist Mission Center of the

RVBA Mission Requests $500.00 Roanoke Valley Baptist Association was

Care Portal $1,000.00 opened in 1939 and began operation on

Christian Soldiers Food Pantry $4.500.00 Salem Avenue and Miss Annie Mae
$15,000.00 Broyles was its first Missionary Director.




